SAMPLE
HOMESTUDY AND POST-PLACEMENT AGREEMENT

Applicant (which includes each applicant who signs below if more than one) agrees with Partners for Adoption as follows:

I. FEE AND SERVICE SCHEDULE

The fees (HomeStudy Fee and Post-Placement Fee) charged by Partners for Adoption will be directly related to the services performed.  Partners for Adoption requires that fees paid for services are due at the time stated below, which is when the services are to be rendered. All fees are non-refundable, provided, that the Post-Placement is refundable if Applicant does not complete the adoption for any reason.

Applicant hereby agrees to pay Partners for Adoption the following fees and complete the following requirements for adoption related services.

1.
Application Fee: 
$300.00 
After completing an application form with the $300.00 application fee and after paying the homestudy fee and post placement fee as stated in the table below, Applicant will receive information pertaining to:


a)
State, Federal and Foreign requirements for adoption; and


b)
Criminal Clearance processes for all Applicants over 18 years of age; and

c)
The required forms to be completed during the homestudy process and the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) process.

2. 
Homestudy Fee: 
$2500.00 
Applicant shall pay Partners for Adoption a Homestudy fee for undertaking the homestudy process and issuing a homestudy report. The Homestudy Fee is due prior to the start of the homestudy and must be received before the first visit with an authorized Social Worker of Partners for Adoption.

3.
Post-Placement Fee: 
$300.00 per report.  Applicant shall pay Partners for Adoption a Post-Placement Fee for each post-placement report due to a specific country. $600.00 of this fee is due to Partners for Adoption with, and in addition to, the Homestudy Fee. The number of reports varies by country and changes occasionally. Partners for Adoption does not control these changes, but will notify the applicant if a country changes the number of post-placement reports it requires.  If a country does not require post placement or post adoption visits, Partners For Adoption still requires two post placement visits, to be completed by one of our licensed social workers.  The purpose of this is to ensure the health and well being of all children placed with our assistance.  

4.
Homestudy Services: 
The homestudy process will consist of up to four (4) visits by a Social Worker selected and approved by Partners for Adoption. At least one of the visits must be at the home of the Applicant. A written homestudy report will be submitted by the homevisit Social Worker to Partners for Adoption, which will further review the report by a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. You will be notified if the homestudy is accepted and your home is approved for potential adoptive placement.

5.
Post Placement and Post Adoption  Services:  

Partners for Adoption will prepare reports as required by the country of origin before or after completion of an intercountry adoption, as required by the placing country. These reports and required post placement homevisits will be conducted according to the requirements of the country from which the child is adopted. The preparation of a post-placement or post adoption report includes at least one visit in the Applicant’s home with an authorized Social Worker. Applicant must notify Partners for Adoption within fifteen (15) days of the child’s arrival in the United States so that applicant can be scheduled well in advance for services.


5.1. 
Number and nature of post-placement and post-adoption requirements
  Post-placement requirements are to be fulfilled after a child is placed with the Adoptive Parent and before an adoption is finalized. Post-adoption requirements are to be fulfilled after an adoption is finalized. Such requirements may include counseling, supervision, reporting, evaluation, and a state-mandated court report. The number and nature of post-placement and post-adoption requirements may differ from case to case, depending on the laws and rules of the sending country, the Adoptive Parent’s home state, and other applicable jurisdictions, and depending on the needs and circumstances of each individual placement. 


5.2
Responsibilities of applicant
Applicant is solely responsible for complying with all post-placement and post adoption requirements, including those of Partners for Adoption, and of the sending country.  Applicant must arrange for, fulfill, and pay for all costs and fees associated with post-placement requirements.  Upon reasonable request by Partners for Adoption, or by any cooperating agency, overseas orphanage, or relevant foreign government official, applicant must provide photographs and written reports regarding the child and its development. 

5.3
Responsibilities of Partners for Adoption
Partners for Adoption will perform required post-placement and post adoption services, will prepare any required post-placement and post adoption reports in the appropriate legal format, and will submit such reports to the appropriate persons or authorities. 


5.4
Enforcement of post-placement and post-adoption requirements
       Applicant specifically agrees that, regardless of any other dispute resolution provisions of this agreement, in the event that Applicant fails to fulfill post-placement or post adoption requirements in a timely fashion, Partners for Adoption may apply to the court of applicable jurisdiction in the state and county in which Partners for Adoption’s main office is located for injunctive and other relief, including damages for any harm or injury caused to Partners for Adoption and its adoption programs as the result of Applicant’s noncompliance.  Applicant agrees that, in such event, Applicant will submit to jurisdiction and venue in such state and county, and will pay all costs, disbursements, and attorney fees, whether pretrial, at trial, or on appeal, incurred by Partners for Adoption in attempting to enforce post-placement requirements and in seeking damages caused by applicant’s breach. Any breach of the terms of this section is a material breach of this agreement. 

6.
Finalization of adoption
Within six months after the child arrives in the U.S. applicant must file a petition for adoption for the child in applicant’s state of residence and must take all steps reasonably necessary to finalize adoption in the United States.  Applicant's failure to do so will constitute a material breach of this agreement.


6.1
Demonstration of compliance

Applicant must demonstrate compliance with the finalization provisions by providing Partners for Adoption with (1) copies of the child's Certificate of U.S. citizenship or U.S. passport and (2) a certified copy of the United States adoption decree or judgment of adoption and/or new U.S. birth certificate for the child. These documents shall be provided to Partners for Adoption within 15 days of the date that applicant has obtained or received them.

7.
Disruption and Dissolution Policy

Partners for Adoption will not assist with or provide any services with regard to disruption or dissolution of an adoption for which Partners for Adoption is not the placing agency.  Applicant must look to their placing agency in this regard.

8.
Document Shipping:  Applicant agrees to set up a shipping account (eg., DHL/FEDEX) for secure domestic shipping of required documents between Applicant and Partners for Adoption offices as well as between Partners for Adoption and the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services field office.  These charges will be paid for by the Applicant .
No other services are within the Agreement. Partners for Adoption understands that Applicant seeks the services described above as part of a plan to adopt a child from a foreign country, but this Agreement does not include any services to locate and adoptable child or to assist in completion of an adoption in a foreign country. Those services can be obtained through a separate agreement with a child placement agency.

II.  DISCLOSURES, STATEMENTS OF UNDERSTANDING AND AGREEMENTS ON RISKS AND LIABILITIES.

Applicant understands that while Applicant resides in the State of California, Partners for Adoption must provide all homestudy and post-placement services pursuant to this Agreement.

Applicant understands that registration with Partners for Adoption does not guarantee the placement of a child in my/our home, nor does an approved homestudy guarantee placement of a child. 

Applicant understands that Partners for Adoption is responsible only for providing homestudy, dossier assembly assistance, and post-placement supervision, reports, and counseling services.  Partners for Adoption does not itself make placements of children, nor shall it be responsible for finding a child to be placed, nor for any services, including services in foreign countries, other than those listed in the description of services above.

Applicant understands that an approved homestudy is legally required to complete a foreign adoption, and that the homestudy process is an on-going process.  The status of the homestudy may change as events in Applicant’s life change and/or information is made available to Partners for Adoption.  Accordingly, Applicant agrees to notify Partners for Adoption promptly of any major changes in my/our life(s), including, but not limited to, pregnancy, arrest, other persons living in the home, newly diagnosed or suspected illness, bankruptcy, and changes in employment and/or income. Applicant realizes that Partners for Adoption reserves the discretionary right to approve or disapprove my/our family, and that Partners for Adoption may withdraw an approval previously granted on the basis of further information acquired and/or changes in my/our circumstances or in the law that have transpired since the original approval. In such event, Partners for Adoption must send a notice of withdrawal of approval to United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and to any other agencies which received copies of the approved homestudy.

Applicant understands that even though Partners for Adoption approves Applicant for an adoptive placement, this approval in no way guarantees a placement of a child with Applicant.  Applicant must be approved by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), the foreign placement source, the adoption court in the foreign country, and the American Embassy in the country of the child’s adoption.  Applicant acknowledges that any one of these persons or agencies could deny a placement or otherwise prevent an adoption, and that Partners for Adoption has no control over such third parties’ decisions.  Applicant agrees that Partners for Adoption shall have no liability for the decisions, delay, or inaction of other entities, courts, or government agencies.

Applicant understands that Partners for Adoption works cooperatively with many sources both in the United States and in foreign countries.  These sources include, but are not limited to, adoption agencies, attorneys, orphanages, doctors, and adoption facilitators.  We agree that Partners for Adoption shall in no way be held responsible for the actions or inaction of any of the cooperating sources or other persons or entities related to any adoptive placement or adoption proceeding.  Applicant fully understands and agrees that Applicant is solely responsible for ensuring the legitimacy of the adoptive sources (e.g., foreign adoption agency, attorney, court, etc.), and for ensuring that the child’s adoption is legally completed in the foreign country. Applicant understands that Partners for Adoption cannot practice law or give legal advice whether concerning domestic (California and United States) or foreign law.  Applicant agrees to gain an understanding and become knowledgeable of state laws and the laws of the child’s country pertaining to international adoption, the requirements of federal law and of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and of the adoption process, in general, and/or to secure legal counsel to advise as to the content and applicability of such laws to the adoption of any child placed with Applicant.

Applicant understands, agrees and acknowledges that Partners for Adoption cannot be held responsible for unforeseen events which may occur in the United States or the foreign country.  This includes, but is not limited to, change of judge, change of policies regarding placement or adoption, delays in securing approvals or documentation, strikes or other economic or civil instability in the country, wars or rebellion, changes in the required paperwork or fees,  travel restrictions, etc.

Applicant understands, agrees and acknowledges that all fees paid to Partners for Adoption are for services rendered or to be rendered; no fees are payment for a child (whether for locating a child or for placement of a child).  All fees paid to Partners for Adoption for services rendered or to be rendered are non-refundable, provided, the Post-placement fee will be refunded if Applicant does not complete the adoption for any reason.  Applicant understands and agrees that Partners for Adoption is not responsible for any additional fees set or demanded by any other person(s) or agencies either in the United States or in the foreign country.  Partners for Adoption has no responsibility for the refund of any expenses, fees or costs paid by Applicant to any other person or entity. 

Applicant declares that she or he is tolerant and willing to accept the risk of the circumstances that cause children to be abandoned or otherwise available for adoption.  Applicant understands that any child who may be placed with Applicant might not physically resemble Applicant or any member of Applicant’s family.  Applicant declares that she or he does not have any rigid expectations for the child, whether in terms of appearance, health, learning ability, or existence of unknown psychological or emotional problems.  Applicant agrees to gain insight and knowledge regarding the child’s cultural heritage, and to incorporate that knowledge into family traditions and lifestyle. 

Applicant acknowledges that there may be little or no medical or psychological/emotional or other background information available about the child or the child’s biological parents.   Applicant understands that the child may arrive with undiagnosed medical, psychological, developmental, emotional, attachment or physical problems or considerations of unknown duration or severity.  Applicant understands and agrees that from the earliest time the child is in Applicant’s care or otherwise placed with Applicant, Partners for Adoption will not be financially responsible for the child, and that all expenses, including, but not limited to expenses arising from the potential problems noted above, will be borne by Applicant.  Applicant acknowledges that financial, health  and psychological risks are among the risks of adoption, especially of adoption of children from foreign countries.

Applicant expressly acknowledges that if the child must be removed from Applicant’s home, Applicant will continue to be responsible financially for the child until the duty of support is legally terminated or assumed by other persons or entities.  Applicant acknowledges that once the child is legally adopted by Applicant, it may be impossible to terminate Applicant’s legal obligation to care for and to support the child, and that no alternate placement may be available.  Applicant’s support responsibilities both before and after removal may include any or all of the following:

Continued care and custody of the child, until a suitable subsequent home for the child is found;

Financial support for the child while in foster care; 

Health care, including medical and dental care, and emotional and psychological counseling for the child; and,

All travel and living expenses incurred if the child is returned to his/her country of origin.

In no event will Partners for Adoption, or the State of California, be held responsible for the care and support of any child placed with Applicant.

Applicant understands and agrees that Partners for Adoption is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of information received directly or indirectly (including through Partners for Adoption) from other sources. Partners for Adoption is not responsible for the translation of medical or other background materials originating with other sources. Applicant understands that often such material is not fully accurate, or is incomplete. Applicant understands that even when reports are available, medical and psychological examinations conducted in foreign countries do not follow protocols accepted in the United States, and may be inaccurate, or unreliable, or incomplete.

Applicant agrees to furnish Partners for Adoption with a copy of the final decree of adoption of any child placed with Applicant pursuant to the homestudy conducted under this Agreement.

Applicant understands that some international adoptions require post-placement visits and/or reports by the homestudy agency after the child’s arrival in the United States.  Partners for Adoption has a policy of conducting all post-placement visits demanded or recommended by the foreign country. Applicant agrees to become aware of the schedule of post-placement visits and/or reports required by the country of origin of the child prior to traveling to that country to adopt the child.  Applicant understands that written reports on the child’s progress in the placement will be made by Partners for Adoption. Applicant agrees to cooperate with Partners for Adoption (or delegated agency) in allowing the performance of post-placement duties, and agrees to pay for these services regardless of the legal status of the child’s adoption.  In the event that the child’s country of birth requires additional post-placement services, Applicant agrees to comply with those requirements. 

Applicant understands that a failure to disclose any information requested during the homestudy process, or any misrepresentation of information requested in the homestudy process, the registration form or in any other documents that Partners for Adoption requires to be completed for an adoption, or a failure to notify Partners for Adoption of changes in Applicant’s home or life, may cause revocation of approval of any homestudy and/or termination of processing of Applicant’s case.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Applicant acknowledges and understands the importance and necessity of honestly providing Partners for Adoption with all background information required for a homestudy, and/or pertinent to disposition of the homestudy, including any information which may possibly be unfavorable or uncomfortable to disclose.  In addition, Applicant acknowledges and understands that the information shared will be held in confidence by Partners for Adoption staff including contract Social Workers, and revealed only as required in home studies and reports.

III. APPEAL PROCESS 

PROCEDURE FOR APPEAL:

If prospective adoptive parents have an unfavorable homestudy and are turned down for adoption services, they may appeal the decision. The appeal will be heard in the following manner:
The applicant (adoptive parent/s) will address their appeal, in writing, to the staff member who primarily worked on the case.  The written appeal must state specifically the facts surrounding the complaint.  That staff member will review the appeal and submit the same to the Appeals Sub-committee of Partners for Adoption’s Board of Directors.  If this sub-committee denies the appeal, the staff member will deliver the notice of denial to the prospective applicant/s.  The communication will simply be that the appeal was denied.  No counseling will be offered.

If applicant has a grievance that does not relate to the receipt of an unfavorable homestudy, applicant can refer to Partners for Adoption’s formal grievance procedure, a copy of which was sent to applicant with their retainer agreement and can be obtained again upon request.

IV. PROHIBITION AGAINST CHILD BUYING

Partners for Adoption strictly forbids and discourages any practice or procedure related to the sale, exploitation, abduction, or trafficking of children. Partners for Adoption acknowledges that compensation may be paid for legitimate adoption services, but strictly forbids any practice that consists of or is related to payment for a child or as inducement to release a child.


1.
Prohibited activities

Partners for Adoption employees, agents, partners, and prospective adopting parents are prohibited from giving money, gifts, bribes or other consideration directly or indirectly to any person or entity -- including any biological relative of a child, any facilitator, or any agency -- as payment for a child or as an inducement to release a child for purposes of adoption.  


2.
Compensation allowed within the country of origin      Compensation for any of the following adoption-related costs and expenses within a child’s country of origin is allowed, provided that three conditions are met: First, the payment must be legal and permitted or required by adoption authorities in the child’s country of origin. Second, the amount of payment must be reasonably related to the services provided. Third, the payment is not to purchase a child or as inducement to release a child. Under such conditions, permissible compensation includes:

Pre-birth and birth-related medical costs;

Costs of care for the child;

Costs of care for the birth mother while pregnant and for a reasonable period immediately following birth of the child:     

Legal, governmental, and other reasonable costs related to an adoption proceeding in the country of origin.   

Costs and expenses for providing child welfare and child protection services, including contributions to agencies, institutions, or orphanages in the country of origin and government administrative fees.   

Costs and expenses relating to travel, translation of documents, interpreters and assistance in the foreign country.


3.
Providing information and training
a.
Prospective adoptive parents
Prospective adoptive parents will be informed of the prohibited payment activities in the written Retainer Agreement, and will be educated about the need and reason for the prohibition as a component of the Partners for Adoption training and education program.

V. TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT

Applicant acknowledges and understands that should Applicant(s) fail to disclose any necessary information to Partners for Adoption, and should Partners for Adoption subsequently learn of this failure, Partners for Adoption will immediately terminate all additional services to Applicant(s) without possibility of a refund.

Partners for Adoption may also terminate any further services under this Agreement if it reasonably finds that Applicant is uncooperative or dilatory with Partners for Adoption, and this problem is not immediately cured after notice to Applicant.

VI.  GENERAL

This Agreement is executed, and shall be performed and construed, pursuant to the laws of the State of California.  In the event of litigation or arbitration, the proper jurisdiction and venue shall be in Walnut Creek, CA, and the parties hereto agree that the prevailing party in the event of such litigation or arbitration shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorney’s fees and costs therein incurred.

Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement, or breach of this Agreement, shall be determined by arbitration in accordance with the Commercial Arbitration Rules of the American Arbitration Association. Judgment on the award rendered by the arbitrators may be entered in any court having jurisdiction.  The Arbitration shall be held in Walnut Creek, Contra Costa County, California.

I have carefully and completely read this agreement and do hereby agree with the terms stated herein.

DATE:______________

______________________________________________________

(applicant signature)



   (applicant signature)

______________________________________________________

(please print your name)


            (please print your name)

______________________________________________________

Partners for Adoption

           Date

Please supply the name, account #, password and the name of the account holder in the area below. Partners for Adoption must have this information in order to send your confidential documents to USCIS and your home upon completion of your homestudy.




Name of Overnight Mail Account Service (FedEx or DHL only)  _________________

Account #
___________________________________________________

Name of Account Holder ___________________________________________

